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THE BURNING OF EL KOO-KOO-EE

As you know, El Coco is the booeyman of childhood cuentos.- /As a chi ld I was oftel',war·y,edabo ut El Koo-koo-ee (spelled he'c'e
pbone t ice lLy , ) "Te va 'garar el Koo-ko'o-ee" were f'cightey,iy,gwo·rds
when we were small and getting into tr9uble. Or when we were growing
uo and staying out too late. ~~l~Koo-koo-ee also has a well kY,owY,
counteroart, La Llorona. Together they were fear instilling figures
from stories and night cuentos. Our elders used these figures to
teach us the correct way of behaving. ,

Every once in awhile the figure of the Koo-koo-ee oets too
heavy to bear; fears become real, and it is time to have-a fiesta
and get rid of Koo-k06-ee fears, whatever they may be.

I oropose to the artistas of Alburquerque that we have an
annual Koo-kC:O-ee fiesta whe'f'ewe cone tr-uc t a giant f i qur-e of El,
Koo-koo-ee, aY'1 e'ffigy of our- own pe"("sonal and commuY'lal fear-s, arid
bu..·y,it at dusk. The bu:..·ning of such an effigy fig~rc'ewhich
symbolizes DYleS fears is a ve~y univey"sal pheYIOmenOn, and because
El Cocol El Koo-kci'o-ee is oa·..·t of the mythos of our- cul t ure this
bulto of fear's speaks to llS i r' a ver'y dir·ect way. He·..·e is the,
bogeyman of our cuentos, the warning of our parents. El Koo-koo-ee
is tied to our culture, our cuentos, our history on the Rio Grande.
When one can fOCllS on one's fears, one can also cleanse oneself
of those fears. The viejitos knew what they were doing when they
told us to bewa','eof El Koo-ko·o-ee.

As ar-t is t as de Albu·c·que·,..quethis pro jec t ~ould bTing us
together every September to construct the Koo-koo-ee effigy. I
p','oposewe bu·t-y, it Oct obe'c'5 0',..6 il',a park 0·r- opel" space in one
of th~Alburquerque barrios. Autumn is a good time to bUTn the
Koo-koo-ee feaTS that have built up over the year. If the harvest
is good, it is a good time to celebrate and think positively of
the future. It is a good time to begin to tell the stories of our
cultuTe so the childTen will not forget the legends and cuentos of
our- ay,cesto·c·s.It is a oood time to face the wiy,te...cleansed of' -old Koo-koo-ee fears.

Our first meeting will take place at the studio of
Francisco Le Febre, 1523 7 th St NW (corner of 7th and Bellamah
NWI at 7pm on August 16, 1990. Please call Francisco at 247-1524
if yOll have questions or me at 898-2207. We need Alburquerque
artistas' ideas on this project.

Rudolfo A. Al',aya
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